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Research options available for topic A 
 

Research topics a) and b) offered by every Doctoral Course involved in UNIPhD are frameworks 
within which every applicant has to present an original research project in collaboration with a 
Supervisor at the University of Padua.  

Potential Supervisors at Unipd have proposed the following detailed research options, which are 
related to the research topic. They are offered as a guideline and should facilitate your contact 
with potential Supervisors. Supervisors’ e-mail is specified in every research option table. You are 
welcome to contact them directly. 

Note that this research option list is not at all exhaustive and, within the topic you have chosen, 
you are free to propose a different research project. 

 
 

Doctoral Course  
HISTORY, CRITICISM AND PRESERVATION OF CUL-
TURAL HERITAGE 

 

Macro-area Humanities 
 

Department name 
Department of Cultural Heritage: Archaeology and History of Art, Cin-
ema and Music 

 

Webpage 
https://www.beniculturali.unipd.it/www/corsi/dottorati-di-ri-
cerca/presentazione/  

 

Research topic A 

Historical landscapes: between research and sustainable manage-
ment 

The extension of meanings and values relating to the concept of land-
scape that has taken place in recent decades has had multiple conse-
quences on the epistemology of the disciplines that deal with land-
scapes (from geography, to history and archaeology, to the natural 
sciences); on protection, no longer linked to individual monuments, 
but feasible through territorial planning. With this concepts in mind 
different research teams at the CH department develop multidiscipli-
nary research in order to identify and document characteristics of his-
torical Italian landscapes and their evolution using traditional and in-
novative tools. 

 

Link to the UNIPhD Call 
(Academic Year 
2022/2023) 

https://www.unipd.it/en/uniphd  

 

Latest Update 12.01.2022 
 

#Number of available Re-
search Options 

2 

Scroll down to see all the Research Options 
 

https://www.beniculturali.unipd.it/www/corsi/dottorati-di-ricerca/presentazione/
https://www.beniculturali.unipd.it/www/corsi/dottorati-di-ricerca/presentazione/
https://www.unipd.it/en/uniphd
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#1 Research Option Description 
 

Doctoral Course  History, criticism and preservation of cultural heritage 
 

Department name Cultural Heritage 
 

Research topic A 
Historical Landscapes: between research and sustainable manage-
ment  

 

Research option  
Artificial intelligence applied to historical landscapes study: case stud-
ies from northern Italy 

 

Supervisor  Alexandra Chavarria, chavarria@unipd.it 

 

Webpage 
https://www.beniculturali.unipd.it/www/corsi/dottorati-di-ri-
cerca/presentazione/  

 

Context of the research 

activity and objectives 
 
 
 

 

The research activity will focus on the creation of a so called ‘training 
dataset’of specific archaeological features seen through remote sens-
ing imagery including different geographical and topographical con-
texts with a preferential chronological postclassical frame. The da-
taset will be used to train artificial intelligence-based automated 
recognition of subsoil archaeological features on satellite imagery 
available through open platforms such as Copernicus (European 
Space Agency). The goal is to lay the foundation for the creation of 
constantly updated Archaeological risk maps that key for a sustaina-
ble management of cultural landscapes The candidate which should 
have some experience in the areas of landscape analysis and GIS soft-
ware will benefit for the development of his/her phd from the wide 
experience on the study of historical landscape carried  by the team 
of medieval archaeologists at the university of Padua as well as the 
groundbreaking methods of artificial intelligence analysis  currently 
developed by the ITT Centre for digital Cultural Heritage whose direc-
tor (Arianna Traviglia) will act as a cotutor. 
 

 

Infrastructures  
Department of Cultural Heritage – University of Padova 
Centre for Cultural Heritage Technology (Italian Institute of Technol-
ogy) (Venice) 

 

Skills and competencies 
for the development of 
the activity  

Previous experience on the study of historical landscapes, advanced 
knowledge of GIS software, medieval archaeology background.  

 

Training offer 

Development of artificial intelligence applied to cultural heritage 
(specially cropmarks recognition), field work on the study of historical 
landscapes in northern Italy and Croatia, participation in different 
projects having as a principal objective the study, communication and 
management of historical landscapes among local communities.  
 

 

https://www.beniculturali.unipd.it/www/corsi/dottorati-di-ricerca/presentazione/
https://www.beniculturali.unipd.it/www/corsi/dottorati-di-ricerca/presentazione/
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Possible Secondments 
Research Institute for Digital and Cultural Heritage (Venice (cotutor 
Arianna Traviglia) 
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#2 Research Option Description 

Doctoral Course  History, Criticism and Preservation of Cultural Heritage 
 

Department name 
Department of Cultural Heritage: Archaeology and History of Art, Cin-
ema and Music 

 

Research topic A 
Historical Landscapes: between research and sustainable manage-
ment 

 

Research option  
The evolution of landscape in Early Modern Veneto from iconography 
to the modern perception of the territory toward a sustainable land-
scape culture.  

 

Supervisor  
Supervisor: Alessandra Pattanaro, alessandra.pattanaro@unipd.it 
Research group: Vittoria Romani, Elena Svalduz, Farah Polato, Rita 
Deiana 

 

Webpage 
https://www.unipd.it/contatti/rubrica?checkout=cerca&de-
tail=Y&key=DA1D38E9002E4B12D0A5548D261ED6E0&per-
sona=PATTANARO&ruolo=1  

 

Context of the research 

activity and objectives 

Starting from a visual survey of landscape in paintings, engravings, 
drawings and maps from the 16th and 17th centuries, the project 
aims to create a database of study cases in which the modern or his-
torical views are recognizable or identifiable. 
The art-historical investigation will be combined in a multidisciplinary 
way with the most advanced technologies of geo-reconnaissance, 
aerial photography, visual documentation provided by videos and 
photos preserved in archives, as well as by historical surveys con-
ducted on the territory. These materials will be cross-examined with 
theoretical analyses on the history of the representation of landscape 
on a territorial scale, to create an archive of sites that can still be iden-
tified with the aim of protecting and enhancing the structures of the 
Veneto landscape in a sustainable manner. 
The aim is to give access to a wide public to the forms of the territory 
in their historical evolution, using modern digital technologies,  ap-
plied both on site, and from home, through a shared platform that 
becomes a repository of a heritage of collective testimonies of the 
territory. 

 

Infrastructures  

Biblioteche del Liviano, Biblioteca statale del Monumento Nazionale 

di Praglia; Biblioteca statale del Monumento Nazionale di S. Giu-

stina; Archivio di Stato di Padova; Archivio di Stato di Venezia, archi-

val series, miscellanous maps, “savi” and “esecutori alle acque” (e.g. 

landscapes of the Veneto lagoon), “beni inculti” (e.g. the Magistrate 

of the “Provveditore sopra i beni inculti”); “provveditori camera con-

fini” (e.g. Cristoforo Sorte). Photographic archives. 
 

Skills and competencies 
for the development of 
the activity  

Sound knowledge of art history in Early Modern Veneto, history of the 
territory in the 16th and 17th century; previous methodological expe-
rience in historical research  

 

https://www.unipd.it/contatti/rubrica?checkout=cerca&detail=Y&key=DA1D38E9002E4B12D0A5548D261ED6E0&persona=PATTANARO&ruolo=1
https://www.unipd.it/contatti/rubrica?checkout=cerca&detail=Y&key=DA1D38E9002E4B12D0A5548D261ED6E0&persona=PATTANARO&ruolo=1
https://www.unipd.it/contatti/rubrica?checkout=cerca&detail=Y&key=DA1D38E9002E4B12D0A5548D261ED6E0&persona=PATTANARO&ruolo=1
http://bibliotecadigitale.cab.unipd.it/biblioteche/convenzionate/biblioteca-statale-del-monumento-nazionale-di-praglia
http://bibliotecadigitale.cab.unipd.it/biblioteche/convenzionate/biblioteca-statale-del-monumento-nazionale-di-praglia
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Training offer 

In addition to the skills relating to the history of landscape pertaining 
to the PhD supervisors, the PhD student will be able to take advantage 
of other courses provided by the University of Padua, such as the Mas-
ter's Degree in Landscape Sciences and the "Villas and Palladian Land-
scape" Workshop. He/She will also be able to take part in the courses 
organised at the Praglia Abbey, as part of the "Armonie composte" 
landscape studies seminar. 

 

Possible Secondments 
  

Secondment at Courtauld Institute of London, and Witt Library; se-
condment at British Museum, Printroom, British Library; Florence, 
Gabinetto Disegni e stampe degli Uffizi. 

  
 


